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Week Ending Friday, January 20, 1995

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the South Korea-United States Legal
Assistance Treaty
January 12, 1995

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Republic of Korea
on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Mat-
ters, signed at Washington on November 23,
1993, with a related exchange of notes signed
the same date. Also transmitted for the infor-
mation of the Senate is the report of the De-
partment of State with respect to this Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern
mutual legal assistance treaties that the Unit-
ed States is negotiating in order to counter
criminal activities more effectively. The
Treaty should be an effective tool to assist
in the prosecution of a wide variety of mod-
ern criminals, including members of drug
cartels, ‘‘white-collar’’ criminals, and terror-
ists. The Treaty is self-executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of
cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual as-
sistance available under the treaty includes:
(1) taking testimony or statements of persons;
(2) providing documents, records, and arti-
cles of evidence; (3) serving documents; (4)
locating or identifying persons or items; (5)
transferring persons in custody for testimony
or other purposes; (6) executing requests for
searches and seizures; (7) assisting in forfeit-
ure proceedings; and (8) rendering any other
form of assistance not prohibited by the laws
of the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 12, 1995.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on Disaster Assistance for
California
January 13, 1995

Today, I am sending to the State of Cali-
fornia $10 million from the disaster relief
fund. These funds will be used by the State
and local governments in the flooded areas
to remove debris and to take protective
measures to ensure the health and safety of
their residents.

At this time, I have approved Federal as-
sistance for 34 California counties stricken
by the disastrous floods. Our hearts go out
to the people who have suffered losses in
these disastrous floods. I have asked James
L. Witt, the Director of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, to make certain
that all appropriate resources of the Federal
Government are applied to assist the State
of California in helping their citizens to begin
to recover from this disaster. The action I
have taken today will be a start for California
residents down the difficult road to recovery.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on the Dispute Between
Bridgestone-Firestone and the
United Rubber Workers
January 13, 1995

I have long supported legislation to pre-
vent companies from permanently replacing
their striking workers. Unfortunately, last
year a minority of Senators prevented the full
Senate from voting on the bill.

Now Bridgestone-Firestone’s use of per-
manent replacements shows exactly why this
protection is necessary. By bringing in per-
manent replacements for their workers who
are on strike, while refusing to come to the
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bargaining table, the management of
Bridgestone-Firestone is flagrantly turning
its back on our tradition of peaceful collective
bargaining to solve labor disputes. When
companies replace their workers under these
circumstances, they sow seeds of distrust and
resentment which can extend far beyond
their company, undermining labor-manage-
ment relations across the land. Bridgestone-
Firestone should get back to the bargaining
table with the United Rubber Workers to
reach a fair settlement. Secretary Reich and
the Federal Mediation and Conciliation
Service stand ready to help. Let’s get on with
it.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
January 14, 1995

Good morning. Let me begin by saying
that Hillary and I send our prayers and our
good wishes to all the families who are suffer-
ing in the terrible California floods. Our ad-
ministration is doing everything in our power
to make sure you get the relief you need.
And I pledge to you that the American peo-
ple will stand by you in this time of crisis
as they have in the past.

On Monday, we’ll all celebrate the life of
Dr. Martin Luther King on what would have
been his 66th birthday. Dr. King was one
of the great moral prophets of our time. He
never held public office, but no one ever did
more to redeem the promise of American life
or stir the soul of our Nation.

One of Martin Luther King’s greatest les-
sons was that every American deserves a
piece of the American dream, the chance to
pull ourselves up and work our way into the
middle class. He taught us that we have more
uniting us than dividing us, that no matter
our race, our religion, our income, we all
share the same hope of building better lives
for ourselves and our children.

The most important civil right is the right
to dream the American dream and to have
the opportunity to live it. I ran for President
because I feared we were in danger of losing
that right. At a moment of great change in
our history, as we move from the industrial

age into the information age, as we end the
cold war and move into the global economy
of the 21st century, I believe our purpose
has to be to keep the American dream alive
for all Americans.

To do that, I have fought for three things:
first, a new economic strategy to help our
people compete and win in the new global
economy; second, a new covenant with the
American people that offers more oppor-
tunity to everyone willing to assume personal
responsibility for their own lives; and third,
a new kind of Government, a leaner, but not
a meaner Government that cuts yesterday’s
programs and bureaucracy to make room for
tomorrow’s solutions, rooted in responsibil-
ity, empowerment of our citizens, the
strength of our communities.

In 2 years we’re made a good start. We
have a strong economy with 5.6 million new
jobs. We’ve made historic cuts in the deficit,
enough to take $11,000 in debt off of every
family’s future. We’ve cut the size of Govern-
ment. There are 100,000 fewer people work-
ing for the Federal Government than there
were on the day I became President. And
we’ve made lots of programs more efficient
and more effective. And we’ve offered the
American people new opportunities that de-
mand more responsibility, from more afford-
able college loans, to the family leave pro-
gram, to giving our local communities the re-
sources they need to lower the crime rate.

But despite this progress, too many Ameri-
cans are still working harder for less. They
don’t have the security they need and de-
serve because they work hard and play by
the rules. As we face the challenges of the
21st century, too many Americans remain in
danger of falling behind or fear that they will
still be left behind as they have been in years
past.

That’s why I proposed the middle class bill
of rights, which might be better called the
middle class bill of rights and responsibilities.
It gives Americans the chance to arm them-
selves for the new economy and to lift their
incomes. It gives middle class families the
opportunities they need to raise their chil-
dren, pay for college, save money for the
things families need, and get the training and
skills they need to prosper.
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It offers a tax deduction for all education
after high school. It offers lower taxes for
families with young children. It offers an in-
dividual retirement account with tax-free
withdrawals for costs other than retirement
that are devoted to the future, costs for edu-
cation, for health care, for care of an elderly
parent, for buying a first home. And it offers
a training account of over $2,600 for those
who are unemployed or who are lower wage
workers who want to get more skills to im-
prove their own futures.

This program furthers all three of my ob-
jectives. It helps all of us to meet the chal-
lenges of the new economy. It helps us to
build that new covenant of opportunity in re-
turn for responsibility. And it cuts Govern-
ment and changes the way it works to make
it more modern, less bureaucratic, more
flexible, more focused on personal
empowerment. I hope the new Congress will
pass the middle class bill of rights, and I wel-
come anyone else’s ideas that advance these
same goals.

In the new Congress, my test will be: Does
an idea expand middle class incomes and op-
portunities? Does it promote values like fam-
ily and work, responsibility and community?
Does it contribute to strengthening the new
economy and to building a better future for
all of us? If it does, I’ll be for it, no matter
who proposes it. And if it doesn’t, I’ll oppose
it.

One of the best examples of what we’re
trying to do is something we’ve already begun
to do, our national service program,
AmeriCorps. It helps those who help them-
selves in America. It says, take responsibility
to serve your country at the grassroots level,
and we’ll give you the opportunity to get the
education you need to build a better future
for yourself. Already there are 20,000
AmeriCorps volunteers serving their commu-
nities while earning money for college. There
are more people now in AmeriCorps in this
year than ever served in the Peace Corps in
a single year.

On Monday, Martin Luther King Day, I’ve
called for a national day of service. And
AmeriCorps volunteers will be hard at work
all cross our country rebuilding a school in
Atlanta, rebuilding housing in Memphis,
helping the flood victims in Los Angeles. I

hope you will join them because the idea and
the ideal of service, service to country, serv-
ice to community, service to our fellow citi-
zens, is central to our Nation’s future.

Dr. King’s most profound lesson was that
in America, ‘‘me’’ depends on ‘‘we.’’ As he
said, ‘‘We are all caught in an inescapable
network of mutuality tied into a single gar-
ment of destiny.’’ In the end, we will rise
or fall together. Martin Luther King knew
that we all have to do our part. What he want-
ed was for all Americans to have not a hand-
out but a hand up. That’s what the national
day of service is all about.

Of course, there are no guarantees that the
future will be easy for all of us. We will face
great challenges. But if we’ll all join together
and do our part as citizens, we can—we can
receive the American dream that Martin Lu-
ther King envisioned.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:43 p.m. on
January 13 in the Oval Office for broadcast at
10:06 a.m. on January 14.

Remarks Honoring Martin Luther
King, Jr., in Denver, Colorado
January 16, 1995

The President. Thank you. It is wonderful
to be back in Colorado, to be back in Denver,
and to be in this great spot, which holds such
a warm memory for me. The last time I came
here we had a vast crowd. I was asking for
the opportunity to serve as your President,
and I must say, when I came before I had
Sinbad with me as the warmup act. And I
thought that was responsible for the crowd.
Today I am honored to be here with all these
fine people on the platform and with all of
you.

I thank my friend, Governor Romer, for
what he said and for his leadership and for
his long friendship. I thank Senator Camp-
bell and Congresswoman Schroeder for com-
ing all the way back from Washington to be
here with me and, most important, to be here
with you today. I thank Secretary Peña for
his outstanding service as our Transportation
Secretary, working to make this country a
safer place. And of course, I am grateful to
the Mayor and to Mrs. Webb for their leader-
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ship in this stunning event and for allowing
me to be a small part of this.

We come here today to celebrate the life
of Martin Luther King. We know that he
would have been 66 years old today. To me,
it seems only yesterday when he was 39 and
laying down his life for what he believed.
Mayor Webb said that the life of Martin Lu-
ther King had special relevance for African-
Americans because of what he meant. Let
me tell you that his life should have special
impact for every American, for he freed the
rest of us, too, of our hatred, our bigotry,
of the illusion—[applause]—of the illusion
which still crops up from time to time that
we can somehow lift ourselves up by putting
others down, that somehow, if we can just
find someone to look down on, we can feel
like we’re being looked up to.

Martin Luther King knew better than that.
I ask you today, my fellow Americans, to
think about why he lived and what he laid
his life down for, to think about what ought
to be driving our lives, our individual lives
and our lives as citizens.

You heard earlier Dr. King’s famous ‘‘I
Have A Dream’’ speech. I saw a sign held
up earlier when I came in saying that they
had a dream for America; did I have a dream
for America—the people holding the sign up
there. Remember what Martin Luther King
said? He said, ‘‘My dream is deeply rooted
in the American dream.’’ What did he mean
by that? The Founders said, ‘‘We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all are created
equal and endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable rights, and among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness.’’

Today, my fellow Americans, I want to talk
to you about our common right to life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. I ask you
to think today of Government but to think
beyond Government to people. I ask you to
think today of the programs and the work
of Government but to think beyond that to
the lives of people. I ask you to remember
today that, more than anything else, Martin
Luther King’s life was a life of service. Even
as he marched all across this land and took
that vast throng to Washington, DC, and
asked the Government to act, he knew that
in the end, what was in the heart and the

spirit and the mind of the average American
citizen was even more important.

And that is why he always said that all of
us had a responsibility to do our part and
to serve. Martin Luther King said, ‘‘Every-
body can be great because everybody can
serve.’’ He said, ‘‘If all you do is sweep the
streets, then sweep them just as well as Mi-
chelangelo painted the Sistine Chapel.’’ Be
the best streetsweeper that ever lived; serve
and serve.

I was asked the other day, of all the things
that had happened in the last 2 years, was
there one achievement I could say I was most
proud of? And I said, ‘‘I think it was the cre-
ation of the national service program.’’ And
some of them are here today. Why? Because
these young people are committed to service.
And if we all are committed to the idea that
we are bound up with one another, then we
can all be great and our country will be great.

When I came here in 1992, I was worried
about the direction of this country. I was con-
cerned about the economic problems of
America. More importantly, I was concerned
that we seemed to be drifting and divided
and that we had no clear role for how we
might work together to build a better future,
to reclaim that dream for which Martin Lu-
ther King gave his life. And I told you that
I would seek, for my part, to do three things:
one, to give this country a new economic pol-
icy that would bring down the deficit and
bring up employment and bring us forward
toward the next century; two, a different way
of governing, that I would reduce the size
of the Federal Government and increase its
creativity, its effectiveness, its relevance to
your life. And we have done both those
things. We have restored a sense of economic
direction and opportunity to this country, and
the Government is smaller and yet still more
effective. No one exemplifies that any better
than Denver’s Transportation Secretary,
Federico Peña.

But I knew then and I say again now that
that would be fine but not enough, that we
literally had to change our relationship in
America as citizens to our Government and,
most importantly, to each other. It was what
I called then and what I say now is a new
covenant, the idea that you have a right to
certain opportunities, but in return you must
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exercise personal responsibility in return for
those opportunities to make the most of your
own life, the life of your family, the life of
your community, and the life of your country.
That is what this is all about.

That’s why when people talk about some-
thing like welfare reform, I don’t think about
punishing poor people, I think about ending
welfare so poor people can work and be good
parents and have a better life and look to
a better future. That’s why, when we passed
the crime bill, I thought it was a good thing
just to give money to local communities to
hire more police officers and also to have
opportunities to give our children something
to say yes to as well as something to say no
to, so that we could show responsibility even
as we seized opportunities.

If you think about it, that is the great de-
bate we should be having today: What is our
responsibility to ourselves, and what is our
responsibility to each other? If you have
rights without responsibility, pretty soon peo-
ple lose their rights because they don’t be-
have responsibly. If you go around telling
people to be responsible all the time and
there never is an opportunity coming for-
ward, pretty soon they get tired of being re-
sponsible.

What we have to do today, if we want
hope, if we want the dream to live again,
is to say to each other: We will have a new
commitment to creating opportunity and to
being responsible. We will say no to violence,
and yes to hope. We will say no, no to the
idea that we can get anywhere by being di-
vided against one another, and yes to the idea
that our diversity is a strength.

I am telling you, we can have all the eco-
nomic growth in the world, but until we face
the fact that we are going up or down to-
gether and we’d better get after the business
of working together to make the most of all
our potential, we will never be what we ought
to be as a country.

Now, I know we have more to do in Wash-
ington. I know that a lot of people are work-
ing harder and still not having a raise. I know,
as the pastor prayed, that another million
Americans in working families lost their
health insurance last year. I know there are
problems there. That’s why I have said that
in this coming session of Congress, I will de-

vote myself to what I call the middle class
bill of rights, which could be called the bill
of rights and responsibilities, because it of-
fers you the right to pursue happiness, not
the guarantee of happiness. I believe with
all my heart that if we’re going to worry about
lowering taxes, we ought to lower taxes to
help people educate themselves and their
children and strengthen their families, so we
can move forward together and grow to-
gether.

And so I have said let’s do four things that
the Government can do to help people exer-
cise more responsibility and take control of
their own lives: tax deductions for all the cost
of education after high school, lower the tax
burden for parents with young children so
they have more money to spend on raising
the kids, let people save money in an Individ-
ual Retirement Account, but let them with-
draw it without a penalty, for education or
health care or taking care of their parents
when they’re sick.

When people are unemployed or working
hard for low wages and they’re willing to get
new skills, give them the funds they need
to get education and training so they can
grow into what God meant them to be. But
I say to you again: We can pass that program.
We can have the crime bill work perfectly.
But unless in Denver, Colorado, you do what
the Governor challenged you to do, we will
not be what we ought to be.

This country cannot go on with children
shooting children. This country cannot go on
with so many kids just giving up on their
lives. This country cannot go on with more
and more little babies being born into unsta-
ble situations where the mothers are chil-
dren, too, and the future looks bleak. We can
turn this around. But we have got to turn
it around, and we have got to do it together
by lifting each other up.

You know, the reason I said what I did
about the service corps—and all the young
people in the Denver national service corps
raise their hands—I want to tell you why I
did that. I did that because, to me, that rep-
resents everything I wanted to do. These
young people are building the new economy
because when they work on solving problems
in Denver, they earn some money to go to
college. And they’re changing the way the
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Government works because there is no bu-
reaucracy at all; they just have a project here
and apply for the opportunity for young peo-
ple to work in it. This is not a Government
bureaucracy, but most important of all, most
important of all, this is creating that new rela-
tionship of opportunity and responsibility,
building up a community by people giving
and getting and giving and getting and giving
and getting, until pretty soon, lives are
changed and futures are changed.

Today, to celebrate Martin Luther King’s
birthday, there are young people like this all
over America. They’re rebuilding schools in
Atlanta as we talk today. They’re rebuilding
homes in Memphis. They’re helping people
work their way out of the flood in California.
And they’re here today in Denver, building
this country, doing what we ought to do.

I was told a day or so ago that in this new
Congress there may be a move to abolish the
national service corps to save money to pay
for tax cuts.

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. Well, let me say, I know

about cutting Government spending. We’ve
taken $11,000 in debt off of every family in
America by reducing the deficit. We have re-
duced the size of the Federal Government
to its smallest size since Martin Luther King
visited John Kennedy in the White House.
I know about that. But the purpose of all
this is not to wreck the Government, not to
give us a mean-spirited Government. It is to
give us a lean Government that will help us
to work together to solve our own problems.
That’s what we should be committed to do
in Washington and in Denver and in every
community throughout this great land.

So let me ask you to think about this. Look
at all the young people in this audience. Look
at the fine young people in their band uni-
forms. Look at the young people around the
choir and the young kids here. Look at all
the children here, all different colors and
backgrounds. What is the American dream?
It is the right to pursue happiness. It requires
a certain equality and a certain respect. It
requires us to listen as well as to talk.

I know the American people are often
angry and frustrated today. But let me tell
you something, folks, this is a very great
country and there is nothing that cannot be

fixed if we will rely on our hearts and our
spirits and what we know to be true. I have
traveled this whole world on your behalf. I
have seen many different places. I have dealt
with many different opportunities and prob-
lems. I am more convinced today than I was
on the day I took the oath of office that the
greatest days of America lie in front of us
if we have the courage to live the dream of
Martin Luther King.

But remember, what he lived and died for
was for every one of you to have the right
to do good and to be good and to make the
most of your own life. It was no living and
dying for the freedom to shoot people, no
living and dying for the freedom to shoot up,
no living and dying for the freedom to hate
people, no living and dying for the freedom
to ignore the responsibilities of parenthood
and the obligations of our children. That is
not what this was about. And there was no
living and dying to advance the proposition
that we are all just isolated individuals out
here, we don’t need anybody helping any-
body else, and everything we do as a Govern-
ment is intrinsically bad. That idea is wrong,
too.

So I say to you, as you look to the next
century, let’s make Denver and the West the
frontier of the next century by proving that
you can be a rugged individual, you can do
everything you want in your individual aspi-
rations, but only if you build a new commu-
nity, where everybody has a chance to rise
up and everybody has a chance to be re-
spected and every child has a chance to be
loved and to be important. That is what this
is all about.

And let us look for ways—[applause]—let
us look for ways every day, every day, to say
the dream of Martin Luther King depends
upon what I do inside and how I relate to
my fellow men and women and to all the
little boys and girls.

Twenty-seven years ago, April 4th, Martin
Luther King was killed. Only such a young
man, but he gave his life willingly so that
we might become all God meant for us to
be. We can still do it. We will have more
opportunities than ever before. But you look
at this sea of people, and you think about
what the Founding Fathers said over 200
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years ago: life, liberty, the pursuit of happi-
ness, together.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:34 p.m. in the
Amphitheater. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Roy Romer of Colorado and Mayor Wellington
Webb of Denver and his wife, Wilma.

Remarks Honoring Martin Luther
King, Jr., in Los Angeles, California
January 16, 1995

The President. Thank you. Are you having
a good time?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Well, so am I. And I’m

glad to be here again. I want to thank all
the people who are here, all the elected offi-
cials and the clergy and the people on the
board of Community Build. I thank Brenda
Shockley for her fine work. Yes, give her a
hand. She’s great. [Applause] I thank Marla
Gibbs and Robert Hooks for their work to-
night. And I thought Linda Hopkins was
great. I was back there listening to her sing
behind the curtain. And it’s wonderful to see
Rosa Parks and Cicely Tyson here. I’m hon-
ored to be in their presence, as always. I want
to thank the young people behind me who
met with me for a few moments before I
came out here: Charles Rousseau, who is one
of our Faces of Hope; my friends from the
playground; and all the others who are back
there who told me about what this effort is
all about, who talked to me about Commu-
nity Build in terms that anybody could un-
derstand.

Ladies and gentlemen, when I ran for
President and I came here to south central
L.A., I, first of all, knew my way around a
little bit because I had actually come here
before I ever dreamed of running for Presi-
dent, just because I was interested in what
was happening to you and how we were going
to build with the challenges we face.

And I said that I thought my job, if you
would let me be President, was to do three
things: first, to try to get the economy going
again; second, to try to have a Government
that worked in a way that made sense for
people at the grassroots level and would take
us into the 21st century. It would be less bu-

reaucratic. It could even be smaller, but it
would be able to do more in partnership with
people where they live, so that when you pay
your taxes you would think you were getting
your money’s worth for a change. But the
third and most important thing that I thought
we had to do as a people that the President
had to be a part of was to create a new agree-
ment between the people and their Govern-
ment and between the people, themselves,
what I called a new covenant, a commitment
to extend more opportunity in return for peo-
ple assuming responsibility for their own
lives, their own families, their own commu-
nities, for changing the things that have to
be changed. That’s the only way we’re ever
going to straighten this country out is if we
have more opportunity and more responsibil-
ity, if people really believe that we can make
a difference.

You know why I like being here? Because
these people have proved that they can
change their lives. And if they can do it, we
can change America.

I work with Maxine Waters and with
Mayor Riordan on a lot of things, and you
are fortunate to be represented as you are.
I tell you, the mayor just showed up and he’s
had an earthquake, a fire, and a flood.
[Laughter] I asked him if he thought God
had hidden a volcano somewhere in Los An-
geles County, and then you could become
a new tourist mecca as a full-service disaster
area. [Laughter] You know why we can laugh
about that? Because you keep coming back.
You’ve got good leadership and good grass-
roots folks and a spirit that won’t quit.

And I was looking at Congresswoman Wa-
ters up here giving her talk tonight. And I
was thinking, I wonder if those people have
any idea how she worries the President to
death in Washington until he does what she
wants him to do. [Laughter] The first time
she looked at me like that—the way she can
look at you if she thinks you’re not going to
do the right thing—after I became President,
I said, ‘‘Maxine, I’m the President; you don’t
have to look at me like that anymore.’’ She
said, ‘‘Oh no, I have to look at you more like
that now.’’ [Laughter]

I’m proud of the fact that the Labor De-
partment put $7 million in this project, be-
cause I think that Community Build and the
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Youth Fair Chance Plus programs represent
all three of the things that I set out to do.
We’re helping people become part of the
economy, and that’s important. Work gives
dignity to life. People need an education.
They need a job. They need a future, to give
dignity to life.

And we’re changing the way the Govern-
ment works. We’re reducing the size of Gov-
ernment, and we’ve taken $11,000 in debt
off of every family in America by reducing
that deficit, and that gives our kids a better
future. But we also have to prove that we
can change the present, and that’s what this
program does. And the Federal Government
should be involved in programs like this, non-
bureaucratic people programs that build peo-
ple up instead of tearing them down.

And I like it because it does build that
new covenant. It says, ‘‘Okay, here’s your op-
portunity.’’ But you know, we can be spend-
ing $700 million here, and if people like these
guys behind me hadn’t decided they were
going to change on the inside and do dif-
ferently, the money would not make any dif-
ference. So we’ve got it all going in the right
direction.

I say to you tonight, my friends, that if
Dr. King could be here, and I think he is
here in a way, he’d be pretty pleased with
what we’re doing here. I know that much
remains to be done. I know that in the atmos-
phere of the present where people have been
told that everything the Government does is
bad, it will be hard to continue.

But let me tell you something: Los Angeles
and the cities around here and California and
America are better off because of programs
like this and better off because we’re giving
communities more funds to help deal with
the crime problem, not only to hire more
police officers but also to give young people
some activities they can be engaged in that
are positive so they have something to say
yes to as well as something to say no to. These
things matter. And we can make a difference.
I know we must do more, but we should do
more in ways that make sense.

I’m proud of the fact that this week it was
announced that we not only have seen over
51⁄2 million new jobs come into this economy
since I became President, but the unemploy-
ment rate among African-Americans is at a

20-year low. I’m proud of that. Now, that’s
the good news. The bad news is that the un-
employment rate among young people is still
very high, over one in three, and that among
people who do not have much education, the
unemployment rate is very high and the
wages of those that work tend to be low and
to stay there. So in the coming year, with
this new Congress, I’m going to say to them,
‘‘You say you want the free enterprise system
to work. You say you want more business
people in minority communities. Well, so do
I. Let’s begin with passing my middle class
bill of rights.’’

If we’re going to cut people’s taxes, let’s
cut them for education and for raising chil-
dren, to do things that will strengthen all the
American people and build this country up
from the grassroots up. And if we’re going
to cut spending, let’s cut things that will free
up money to build up people. Let’s don’t cut
programs like this one. Let’s don’t cut pro-
grams like the national service program. Let’s
don’t cut programs like Head Start. Let’s
don’t make it more expensive for people to
go to college, let’s make it cheaper for people
to go to college and more affordable.

In other words, the role of Government
should not be to pretend that we can solve
problems that people have to solve for them-
selves, often inside their own heart. But the
role of Government should not be to be
heartless, either, and to walk away. The Gov-
ernment should be a partner. The Govern-
ment should help people to acquire the tools
they need and the means they need and the
education they need and the belief and the
hope they need to make the most of their
own lives. That is what we’re here to cele-
brate today. That is what Martin Luther King
wanted us to do.

You know, when Dr. King gave that fa-
mous ‘‘I Have A Dream’’ speech, he said that
his dream was deeply rooted in the American
dream. What is the American dream? The
founders of our country said it over 200 years
ago: We hold these truths to be self-evident
that all are created equal, endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights, that
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. Life, liberty, the pursuit of hap-
piness. No, not a guarantee of happiness, but
not death, destruction, and the end of hope,
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either, the means of working together to
achieve the God-given potential of every per-
son in this room, every person in south
central Los Angeles, all the people in this
country.

It is not a dream rooted in race. Race be-
came a factor when people could not see be-
hind their own prejudice. And I tell you
today, my friends, that when we realize what
a resource we have in America, that we come
from so many different racial backgrounds,
that we come from so many different ethnic
backgrounds, that we come from so many re-
ligious backgrounds, in a global society where
the world is smaller and smaller and smaller,
we are the world’s richest country because
of our differences. Now we must find com-
mon ground and build up all people, and,
no, we don’t have a person to spare. All these
children have a role in our future, every one
of them.

So I’m glad to be back in south central
Los Angeles. I want these young men to help
me find the secret to get people like this all
across America to say no to violence and no
to drugs and no to the life of the street with
no tomorrow and yes to a better future. We
can do this. We can do it if we work together.
We can do it if we talk together. We can
do it if we believe in one another’s potential.
That is the American dream.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:41 p.m. at Com-
munity Build, Inc. In his remarks, he referred to
Brenda Shockley, executive director, Community
Build, Inc.; masters of ceremonies Marla Gibbs
and Robert Hooks; civil rights activist Rosa Parks;
and actress Cicely Tyson.

Remarks at California State
University at Northridge, California
January 17, 1995

Thank you. What a great day. Thank you
very much. Thank you so much, Mayor Rior-
dan. Thank you for your outstanding leader-
ship, for being such a good working partner,
for putting the interest of all the people of
this community first. Thank you, Dr. Wilson,
for your leadership and for hosting this won-
derful event on this beautiful campus with
its beautiful buildings, all standing, thank

goodness. I’m glad to see you all here. I thank
Congressman Berman and Congressman
McKeon, Lieutenant Governor Davis, Su-
pervisor Yaroslavsky, and of course, the peo-
ple who are here with me today. I’d like to
introduce them all: the Secretary of Trans-
portation, Federico Peña; the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, Henry
Cisneros; and the Director of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, James Lee
Witt. They have done a great job for you.

Ladies and gentlemen, even as we recall
the devastation here today, we know that na-
ture has struck again here at home in Califor-
nia with the floods and with the extraordinary
fury in the earthquake in Japan. I know all
of you join with me in extending our pro-
found condolences to the families of those
in the Osaka-Kobe area of Japan who have
suffered such a tremendous loss in the last
day.

We have spoken with the Japanese Gov-
ernment and, with their agreement, based on
our experiences here, I have ordered a high-
level team that includes representatives of
the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy and the Department of Transportation to
leave for Japan shortly to see if anything we
learned here can be helpful to them there.

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
General John Shalikashvili, is in Japan now
and he has already stated that our military
forces there are also available to help them
in any appropriate way. You know what
they’re going through.

So I’d like to ask before I begin my re-
marks, if we could just have a moment of
silence for the victims of the flood here in
California and the victims of the earthquake
in Japan.

[At this point, the audience observed a mo-
ment of silence.]

Thank you.
I am so glad to be here at Cal State

Northridge. You are now the symbol of the
ability of the people of this State to keep
coming back after adversity upon adversity,
as well as the symbol of California and Amer-
ica’s future, because of the educational op-
portunities open to all kinds of people from
all walks of life and all different backgrounds
here at this fine institution.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:58 Jan 17, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00009 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD23JA95.TXT pfrm07



70 Jan. 17 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

The most damaging earthquake ever re-
corded on our continent destroyed a great
deal here when it hit a year ago. But as the
mayor said, even though it shook you, it
didn’t break you. It didn’t break your faith
in the future. How else can you explain the
fact that here there is a baseball team known
as the Earthquake Kids? I want to ask them
to be recognized here in a minute, but I do
want to note, as the spring slowly approaches,
that they did something the pros couldn’t:
They kept baseball going. And they won the
national championship in the Little League
World Series. Let’s give them a hand. Would
the team stand please? [Applause]

You know, you might think that Califor-
nians have had too many opportunities to
show heart. [Laughter] The wonderful saint-
ed Mother Teresa once said that she knew
God wouldn’t give her any more than she
could bear; she just wished God didn’t have
such confidence in her sometimes. [Laugh-
ter] That’s the way I feel about you from time
to time. I told the mayor last night that I
hope that there would be no simmering vol-
cano uncovered around here—[laughter]—
anytime in the future. Fires, earthquakes,
and devastating floods are quite enough.

But in these disasters where lives are lost
and others are shattered I know it’s not easy
to keep going and to keep your heart. A year
ago I said that we would not leave you to
pick up the pieces alone, that we would stay
on until the job was done. We have kept that
pledge today, and today I renew that pledge
into the future.

Since the flooding began a few days ago,
I have been working closely with Governor
Wilson and Senator Boxer and Senator Fein-
stein and your other officials to help fight
the flooding. The disaster I declared across
California and the work of FEMA and other
agencies are already helping to move on the
road to recovery.

This afternoon, I’ll have a chance to go
to northern California to view some of the
damaged areas there. But I say again to the
victims of this disaster: You are not alone.
We will work with you to help you reclaim
your lives, as the earthquake victims have
been reclaiming theirs.

Who would have thought a year ago that
the highways and bridges could be rebuilt

and reinforced in just a fraction of the time
the experts have predicted and the time the
law allowed until we changed the way things
worked. The Santa Monica Freeway was re-
opened on April 11th, the Golden State
Freeway on May 17th, the Simi Valley Free-
way partly opened in February and fully
opened in September. I could go on and on.
Who would have thought this campus would
reconvene classes in 1 month? The main sec-
tion of the library behind me was reopened
in 64 days, a job that would normally have
taken a year, a great tribute to your president
and to all of the leaders of this fine institu-
tion.

I just verified with James Lee Witt what
strikes me as an astounding statistic: There
were 5,600 school buildings damaged a year
ago, and today all but 40 are open, doing
business, educating our children, and giving
them something to look forward to.

This happened because we put aside poli-
tics and worked on being partners, partners
as citizens, as businesses, as government,
partners in the person of people like Ramona
Sanches Vega, a volunteer who sought out
families living in their cars because their
homes were too damaged. She helped them
to get housing. People like your own college
president, who did make the impossible, pos-
sible on this campus. People like so many
of you in this audience who did countless
things for your friends and for total strangers
that will never be recorded anywhere except
in the minds and hearts of those whom you
touched.

For Government’s part, 27 Federal depart-
ments and agencies worked with State and
local officials in unprecedented ways to
produce, as Mayor Riordan said, the most
efficient and effective disaster operation in
American history. So far, over $11.5 billion
in aid has come to California to help to deal
with the aftermath of the earthquake. But
in addition to that, the whole system was lit-
erally reinvented, with new technologies,
ways found to cut business-as-usual and the
bureaucracy that too often goes with Govern-
ment assistance. Decisions were based on
need, not paperwork and rules. More than
270,000 homeowners received Federal
grants to help repair their homes. More than
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half a million people were given grants or
low-interest loans for disaster housing.

I know there are those today who say that
Government is inherently bad, always gets
in the way, and never amounts to anything.
Well, I say, look at the difference it made
in dealing with the disaster. It can work if
we put people first and think about how to
make it work.

But this institution is another example of
how Government can work. We can’t wait
for disaster to strike to deal with our long-
term challenges. Every day millions upon
millions of Americans fight other kinds of
struggles, to get and keep new jobs, to pro-
vide health care for their families, to deal
with the struggles of modern life, and to
strengthen the ties of community when there
are so many pressures that divide us one from
another. And anytime an American loses one
of those fights, it’s a disaster for our future
as well.

Everyone knows that we live in an era of
enormous change, a time of great uprooting
of things both good and bad. As we change
from what has popularly been called the in-
dustrial age to the information age, from the
cold war of global division to a globe united
in economic cooperation and one which must
unite to deal with the common threats to all
of us in terrorism and ecological destruc-
tion—in this era of change, our biggest chal-
lenge is to simply keep alive the American
dream for all of our people, to make sure
that we go into the next century just 5 years
away still the strongest country in the world,
the most profound force for peace and free-
dom, and still with the American dream alive
for all people, regardless of their race, their
region, their religion, their background, the
capacities they came into this world with.

My simple belief is that in this time, we
know that the Government cannot really
solve problems for people, but I think we
know that the Government cannot walk
away, either. The role of Government in this
age is to be a partner, to help give people
the tools they need to solve their own prob-
lems, to fulfill their own dreams, to make
their own future. And I am determined to
see that the rest of your Government works
as well as the disaster team did in the Califor-

nia earthquake. That is a good standard for
all of us to meet.

I believe, my fellow Americans, that we
need to do three things: We need a new eco-
nomic strategy that I have fought for, for 2
years, appropriate to the new world we’re all
going to live and compete in. We need a new
form of Government that is smaller, less bu-
reaucratic, more creative, more oriented to-
ward flexibility in solving people’s problems,
but one that is an effective partner, not a
disabled or a mean participant on the side-
lines, just telling people what to do instead
of helping people to do it.

And third and most important, I think we
need what I call, and have for 3 years now,
called my contract with America a new cov-
enant, one that says here are certain opportu-
nities and here are your responsibilities. How
are we going to rebuild the American com-
munity to look like this crowd does unless
we all have opportunity and we all assume
responsibility? If all you do is assert rights
and there are no responsibilities, pretty soon
nothing good happens. If all people do is go
around being responsible and they’re never
rewarded for it, pretty soon they get tired
of it. We need both, more opportunity and
more responsibility in this country. And that’s
how we’re going to rebuild America and keep
the American dream alive.

We have made a good beginning. We have
5.6 million more jobs. We have a lower Fed-
eral deficit. We’ve taken $11,000 in debt off
of every family in America, and that means
a brighter future. We have the smallest Fed-
eral Government we’ve had in over 30 years,
but we’re doing things more effectively.
We’re also offering opportunities to people
that demand that they assume more respon-
sibility, from expanding Head Start to making
college loans more affordable for more peo-
ple.

But we all know that there is a lot more
to be done. More than half the adult work
force in America is working harder today for
lower wages than they were making 10 years
ago. Another 1 million Americans in working
families lost their health insurance last year.
Millions of American workers wonder if their
retirement is secure, and we’re working hard
on that.
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We see a lot of upheaval. There are still
a lot of people who don’t feel safe on their
streets, in their neighborhoods, in their
schools. Even though the crime rate is com-
ing down where people have done what has
been done here in Los Angeles—to put more
police on the street and to work on projects
like the Community Build project that we
supported that the mayor and I visited yes-
terday, where ex-gang members are teaching
other kids to lead the gangs to turn away from
violence, to go to education and work and
away from things that are destructive. We
have a long way to go.

That’s why I so strongly hope that we can,
together, without regard to party, make a
commitment that, in this year, we will go
back when the Congress is in full session and
working and adopt what I call the middle
class bill of rights. Let’s just don’t have indis-
criminate tax cuts, let’s control the deficit and
focus tax relief on the people who need it
most, on strengthening families and making
education more available to all American
people. That will get us into the next century.

I think we should lower taxes in families
with young children. I think we should make
all Americans able to save money in an IRA
and then withdraw it, tax-free, to pay for their
own education or health care, or to help
them care for their parents. I think we should
give people who need more training because
they’re unemployed the right not just to sign
up for a Government program but to get a
check which says, this check can be spent
at the educational institution of your choice
to raise your income. That’s what I think we
should do.

But more important than anything else, in
the next century in the information age, hav-
ing an education will have more to do with
income and options and choices than ever
before. And so I believe that we should fi-
nally—and we should have done it long
ago—we ought to make all educational ex-
penses after high school tax deductible.
That’s important.

We made interest paid on home mortgages
tax deductible decades ago. Why? Because
owning a home was important to the idea
of the American dream. In the 21st century
we may not get to homeownership if we don’t

have an education. Let’s make that tax de-
ductible. That’s important to our future.

And I might say, that is the essence of what
we ought to be about, because you cannot
take advantage of that opportunity without
being responsible. People can offer you an
education, but you have to get it. That is what
we ought to be doing, giving opportunity in
return for responsibility.

The new covenant comes down to this: We
deserve opportunity, but we have to earn suc-
cess. And that is what the people of Califor-
nia have shown over and over and over again.

Let me close with this. The great writer,
Wallace Stegner, called this part of America,
‘‘hope’s native home.’’ It was built by people
he called, and I quote, ‘‘The stickers, not just
those who pillage and run but those who set-
tle and love the life they have made and the
place they have made it in.’’

Today, we salute all of you, the stickers,
the settlers, the rebuilders of this great State.
Let us take what you have done here and
use it as a model for our entire beloved coun-
try into the 21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at the
Northridge Oviatt Library. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor Richard Riordan of Los Angeles,
CA; Blenda Wilson, president, California State
University at Northridge; Lt. Gov. Gray Davis and
Gov. Pete Wilson of California; and Zev
Yarslavsky, a Los Angeles County supervisor. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks to the Community in
Roseville, California
January 17, 1995

Well, good afternoon, everyone. Let me
say, first of all, I’m very glad to be here. I
want to thank all of the people in this com-
munity who have shared their experiences
with us. I’m here with Congressman Doo-
little, Congressman Fazio, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Gray Davis, and members of our ad-
ministration, including the Secretaries of
Transportation Federico Peña and Housing
and Urban Development Henry Cisneros
and, of course, our ever present FEMA Di-
rector James Lee Witt, who is virtually a tax-
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paying citizen of California, thanks to floods,
fires, and earthquakes.

And we’ve been walking around the neigh-
borhood today, talking and listening to peo-
ple. I want to especially thank the Hayes fam-
ily and the Merenda family for taking me into
their homes and showing me the flood dam-
age and explaining in very gripping and
human terms what this means to all of you
and to your lives and hopes and your dreams.

I also want to thank all the people who
have worked here to try to help put the com-
munity back together and try to help people
put their lives back together. I’d especially
like to say something about the young people
in the California Conservation Corps. I ad-
mire that group so much, and they’ve done
a lot of very, very good work.

The California Conservation Corps re-
ceives several million dollars every year from
our national service program. It’s one of the
affiliate programs. And I was very impressed
when Richard Merenda told me that he is
about to go to work for the California Con-
servation Corps in Klamath. He’s going to
work on firefighting, salmon restoration, and
flood control. He’s very well prepared for the
last category now as a result of this. But I’ll
tell you, I hope he never has to come home
and work on this again.

I want to thank again all of you, and espe-
cially the young people who worked so hard
on this. Mr. Hayes told me that—I forget
how many hours he said had already been
put in by volunteers helping him with his
home, something over 600, I think.

I want to say a special word of appreciation
to the local and the State officials and, of
course, all the Federal officials that we’re try-
ing to work efficiently together. I have heard
about some of the things that we should be
doing, and we’re going to try to improve and
try to make sure everybody knows what
they’re entitled to and get as much help as
we can.

You know, 38 of your counties have now
been declared disaster areas as a result of
the flood. We’ve released $10 million from
FEMA last week for cleanup, and more than
13,000 people have registered for assistance.

In this community, I think of the 338 or
so homes that were severely damaged, I think
there are still almost 100 people who have

not yet registered. So we’ve got some work
to do here, and we’re going to do it. But
of the 13,000 people who have already reg-
istered, I know that a couple of hundred
thousand dollars in checks have already been
sent out. So we’re going to move this process
along quickly and get you as much help as
possible.

I know a lot of people are living in motels
or trailers or with friends or family and have
very, very difficult short-term personal situa-
tions, so we’re going to try to fix them.

I’m also happy to say today that we’re
going to release another $15 million in emer-
gency funds from the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration. Rodney Slater, the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Highway Administra-
tion, is here. That’s a part of the Department
of Transportation. We have some significant
road damage here we’re going to try to do
our best to deal with. The Federal Govern-
ment will pay 100 percent of the costs of
the emergency highway repair, and we’re
going to try to get everybody back to business
as quickly as possible.

Let me say one thing on a very personal
note. A lot of people have said to me today,
‘‘Well, I’m’ glad you came out here, Mr.
President. This is a little town, and I appre-
ciate you taking time to come.’’ But if you
look at what we’re seeing today, or you’ve
dealt with a disaster beyond your control, I
think I can say for everybody that came with
me, we were deeply moved by what we saw,
by the unity in the spirit in this community,
by the devotion of people to their homes and
their families, but especially by the devotion
of people to each other.

I wish I could bottle what I have seen and
heard here today and spread it out in every
community in America. We could solve about
half the problems of this country in a very
short time if I felt the kind of devotion and
commitment everywhere that I sensed here
on the streets of this community today. And
I just want to urge you not to give up and
not to be discouraged.

When that earthquake hit southern Cali-
fornia a year ago, there were 5,600 school
buildings damaged. Today, a year later, we
celebrated the 1-year anniversary, all but 40
of those buildings are open, out of 5,600,
educating kids. And that shows you what you
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can do if everybody pulls together and works
together.

I know that a lot of you have really painful
stories now about work you’ve done in your
home that seems to be wiped away and fam-
ily furniture that may be lost forever and a
lot of things that are a very important part
of your past. But I would just urge you not
to lose the optimism, the resilience, the
strength that I have sensed here from all of
you today. Don’t give up. We will look at
the long-term problems that I’ve been asked
to look at. I know this is the second time
this has happened in 10 years, and you’re
getting sick of waiting for the water to come
every time the thunder claps overhead. So
we’ll look at that.

But meanwhile, let’s all pull together and
work together and follow the lead of these
fine young people and the families I had the
privilege to visit with today.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. at the
corner of Tina Way and Elisa Way. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Statement on Passage of the
Congressional Accountability Act of
1995

January 17, 1995

I want to commend the Congress for pass-
ing the Congressional Accountability Act of
1995 today. It is about time that Congress
lived by the same laws it places on the private
sector. Passage of this bill fulfills a campaign
commitment of mine.

However, while this legislation is an im-
portant political reform, it is only the first
step in what must be a greater effort to
change business-as-usual in Washington.
Therefore, I reiterate my call for Congress
to act swiftly on several much needed reform
proposals including real campaign finance re-
form and the gift ban and a strong version
of the line-item veto.

Proclamation 6766—Year of the
Grandparent, 1995
January 17, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The American family has undergone dra-

matic changes in the past few decades. Fami-
lies have felt the effects of a rising divorce
rate, declining birth rate, and an increasingly
fast-paced and complicated economy. At the
same time, Americans are living longer, retir-
ing younger, and taking advantage of more
leisure hours than ever before. Today, ap-
proximately 60 million grandparents in the
United States look forward to spending time
with their families and to enjoying their
much-deserved respite.

Despite the many changes, grandparents
remain an important source of knowledge
and stability in American families. Grand-
parents help us understand the past and en-
courage us to hope for the future. They pre-
serve and strengthen the values we hold most
dear—compassion and generosity, respon-
sibility and tradition. These relationships be-
tween generations have always been central
to the happiness and well-being of young and
old alike.

Households made up of several genera-
tions have increased by more than 50 percent
in the past 25 years, and today, some 3.4 mil-
lion children live in a household headed by
a grandparent. For parents struggling with
issues including substance abuse or teenage
pregnancy, divorce or separation, grand-
parents can be invaluable resources of com-
passion. For children who are abused or ne-
glected, grandparents can be lifesavers. All
too often, grandparents embrace these tre-
mendous responsibilities because no one else
is able. But they also do so out of love, out
of the wisdom that comes from a lifetime
spent learning the importance of family. For
all they teach us and for all they give, we
pledge this year to honor grandparents every-
where.

The Congress, by Public Law 103–368, has
designated 1995 as the ‘‘Year of the Grand-
parent’’ and has authorized and requested
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the President to issue a proclamation in ob-
servance of this year.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim 1995 as the Year of the
Grandparent. I invite Federal officials, local
government, advocacy groups, and families
across the United States to join in commemo-
rating the many contributions that grand-
parents make and in observing this year with
appropriate ceremonies, programs, and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of January, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:25 a.m., January 18, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 19.

Remarks on Loan Guarantees for
Mexico
January 18, 1995

Thank you very much, Secretary Rubin
and Ambassador Kantor.

Ladies and gentlemen, we wanted to be
here today to make the clearest public case
we can for the proposal which has been de-
veloped by the administration and the bipar-
tisan leadership in Congress for dealing with
the present situation. We have worked hard
with an extraordinary group of people who
have joined forces because all of us realize
how important this proposal is, not only to
the people of Mexico but also to the United
States and to our workers. We are acting to
support the Mexican economy and to protect
and promote the interests of the American
people.

As Ambassador Kantor said, and as all of
you know very well, we live in an increasingly
global economy in which people, products,
ideas, and money travel across national bor-
ders with lightning speed. We’ve worked
hard to help our workers take advantage of
that economy by getting our own economic

house in order, by expanding opportunities
for education and training, and by expanding
the frontiers of trade, by doing what we could
to make sure there was more free and fair
trade for Americans. And we know, and all
of you know, that those efforts are creating
high wage jobs for our people that would oth-
erwise not be there.

Our goal, our vision must be to create a
global economy of democracies with free
market, not government-run, economies; de-
mocracies that practice free and fair trade,
that give themselves a chance to develop and
become more prosperous, while giving our
own people the opportunity they deserve to
reap the benefits of high-quality, high-pro-
ductivity American labor, in terms of more
jobs and higher incomes.

We have pursued this goal with vision and
with discipline, through NAFTA, through the
Summit of the Americas, through a number
of other international endeavors like GATT
and the Asian-Pacific Economic Cooperation
Group. But we have pursued it especially
here in our own hemisphere, where we are
blessed to see every nation but one governed
in a democratic fashion, and a genuine com-
mitment to free market economics and to
more open trade.

We have to know that the future on this
path is plainly the right one, but as with any
path, it cannot be free of difficulties. We have
to make decisions based on a determined de-
votion to the idea of what we are pursuing
over the long run. We know that, given the
volatility of the economic situation in the
globe now, there can be developments that
for the movement are beyond the control of
any of our trading partners, themselves de-
veloping nations, which could threaten this
vision and threaten the interests of the Amer-
ican people.

Mexico’s present financial difficulty is a
very good case in point. Of course, it’s a dan-
ger to Mexico, but as has already been said,
it is plainly also a danger to the economic
future of the United States.

NAFTA helped us to dramatically increase
our exports of goods and services. It helped
us to create more than 100,000 jobs here at
home through increased exports to Mexico.
But over the long run, it means even more.
It means even more opportunities with Mex-
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ico. It means the integration of the rest of
Latin America and the Caribbean into an
enormous basket of opportunities for us in
the future. And we cannot—we cannot let
this momentary difficulty cause us to go
backward now.

That’s why, together with the congres-
sional leadership, I am working so hard to
urge Congress to pass an important and nec-
essary package to back private sector loans
to Mexico with a United States Government
guarantee. Let me say, I am very gratified
by the leadership shown in the Congress on
both sides of the aisle.

By helping to put Mexico back on track,
this package will support American exports,
secure our jobs, help us to better protect our
borders, and to safeguard democracy and
economic stability in our hemisphere, be-
cause America and American workers are
more secure when we support a strong and
growing market for our exports, because
America and American workers are more se-
cure when we help the Mexican people to
see the prospect of decent jobs and a secure
future at home through a commitment to
free-market economics, political democracy,
and growing over the long term, and because
we’re more secure when more and more
other countries also enjoy the benefits of de-
mocracy and economic opportunity, and per-
haps most important, over the long run, be-
cause we are more secure if we help Mexico
to remain a strong and stable model for eco-
nomic development around our hemisphere
and throughout the world.

If we fail to act, the crisis of confidence
in Mexico’s economy could spread to other
emerging countries in Latin America and in
Asia, the kinds of markets that buy our goods
and services today and that will buy far more
of them in the future. Developing these mar-
kets is plainly in the interests of the American
people. We must act to make sure that we
maintain the kind of opportunities now being
seized by the Secretary of Commerce and
the delegation of American business leaders
who have had such a successful trip to India.

If you take Mexico, just consider the ex-
traordinary progress made in recent years.
Mexico erased a budget deficit that once
equalled 15 percent of its gross domestic
product. It slashed inflation from 145 percent

a year to single digits. It sold off inefficient
state enterprises, dramatically reduced its
foreign debt, opened virtually every market
to global competition. This is proof that the
Mexican Government and the Mexican peo-
ple are willing to make decisions that are
good for the long run, even if it entails some
short-term sacrifice for them, they know
where their future prosperity and oppor-
tunity lie.

Now Mexico, of course, will have to dem-
onstrate even greater discipline to work itself
out of the current crisis. Let me say, though,
it’s important that we understand what’s hap-
pened. And the Secretary of Treasury and
I and a lot of others spent a lot of time trying
to make sure we understood exactly what had
happened before we recommended a course
of action.

It is clear that this crisis came about be-
cause Mexico relied too heavily upon short-
term foreign loans to pay for the huge up-
surge in its imports from the United States
and from other countries. A large amount of
those debts came due at a time when, be-
cause of the nature of the debts, it caused
a serious cash flow problem for Mexico,
much like a family that expects to pay for
a new home with the proceeds from the sale
of its old house only to have the sale fall
through.

Now, together with the leadership of both
Houses, our administration has forged a plan
that makes available United States Govern-
ment guarantees to secure private sector
loans to Mexico. The leadership in Congress
from both sides of the aisle and the Chairman
of the Federal Reserve Board developed this
plan with us. It is something we did together
because we knew it was important, important
enough to the strategic interest of the United
States to do it in lockstep and to urge every-
one without regard to party or region of the
country or short-term interests to take the
long view what is good for America and our
working people.

We all agree that something had to be
done. Now, these guarantees, it’s important
to note, are not foreign aid. They are not
a gift. They are not a bailout. They are not
United States Government loans. They will
not affect our current budget situation. Rath-
er they are the equivalent of cosigning a note,
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a note that Mexico can use to borrow money
on its own account. And because the guaran-
tees are clearly not entirely risk-free to the
United States, Mexico will make an advanced
payment to us, like an insurance premium.
No guarantees will be issued until we are sat-
isfied that Mexico can provide the assured
means of repayment. As soon as the situation
in Mexico is fully stabilized, we expect Mex-
ico to start borrowing once again from the
private markets without United States Gov-
ernment guarantees.

The U.S. has extended loans and loan
guarantees many, many times before to many
different countries. In fact, we’ve had a loan
mechanism in place with Mexico since 1941.
And Mexico has always made good on its ob-
ligations.

Now, there will be tough conditions here
to make sure that any private money loaned
to Mexico on the basis of our guarantees is
well and wisely used. Our aim in imposing
the conditions, I want to make clear, is not
to micromanage Mexico’s economy or to in-
fringe in any way on Mexico’s sovereignty but
simply to act responsibly and effectively so
that we can help to get Mexico’s economic
house back in order.

I know some say we should not get in-
volved. They say America has enough trouble
at home to worry about what’s going on
somewhere else. There are others who may
want to get involved in too much detail to
go beyond what the present situation de-
mands or what is appropriate. But we must
see this for what it is. This is not simply a
financial problem for Mexico; this is an
American challenge.

Mexico is our third largest trading partner
already. The livelihoods of thousands and
thousands of our workers depend upon con-
tinued strong export growth to Mexico.
That’s why we must reach out and not re-
treat.

With the bipartisan leadership of Con-
gress, I am asking the new Congress to cast
a vote, therefore, for the loan guarantee pro-
gram as a vote for America’s workers and
America’s future. It is vital to our interests.
It is vital to our ability to shape the kind of
world that I think we all know we have to
have.

No path to the future—let me say again—
in a time when many decisions are beyond
the immediate control of any national gov-
ernment, much less that of a developing na-
tion, no path to the future can be free of
difficulty. Not every stone in a long road can
be seen from the first step. But if we are
on the right path, then we must do this. Our
interests demand it. Our values support it,
and it is good for our future.

Let me say again that the coalition of
forces supporting this measure is significant;
it may be historic. The new Republican lead-
ers in Congress, the leadership of the Demo-
cratic Party in Congress, the Chairman of the
Federal Reserve Board, why are they doing
this? And I might say, I was immediately im-
pressed by how quickly every person I called
about this said, ‘‘Clearly, we have to act.’’
They instinctively knew the stakes.

Now in the public debate questions should
be properly asked and properly answered.
But let us not forget what the issue is, let
us not read too little into this moment, or
try to load it up with too many conditions
unrelated to the moment. The time is now
to act. It is in our interest. It is imperative
to our future. I hope all of you will do what
you can to take that message to the Congress
and to the American people.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:49 p.m. in the
Cash Room at the Treasury Department.

Remarks on Retirement Protection
Legislation
January 19, 1995

Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary. After
that kind introduction I’m loathe to say what
I was about to say, which is I’m afraid the
headline on this story will be ‘‘Reich comes
out for playing hard.’’ [Laughter] But I think
people who work hard should also be able
to play hard. [Laughter]

I want to thank Paul Wood for his story,
and Marvin Clarke for his testimony in his
long battle to make sure the country did
something to help people so that there
wouldn’t be other people in the situation he
finds himself in. I want to thank the steel-
workers and the senior citizens groups and
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all the others who were mentioned by Sec-
retary Reich. I’d like to especially thank
someone who is not here, my longtime
friend, J.J. Pickle, who retired from the Con-
gress and who left this as his last legacy in
a long career of helping people with their
own lives. I’d like to thank another longtime
friend of mine who is still here—that’s maybe
a disability in this town, but Marty Slate has
done a wonderful job at the Pension Benefit
Guaranty Corporation. I’ll never forget the
first time Hillary told me about Marty Slate.
She said, ‘‘That’s the smartest guy I ever met
in my life. He’ll find a way to solve any kind
of problem.’’ And you have done a fine job,
and we’re grateful to you.

And I’d like to thank someone whose name
I don’t know, and I’ve been trying to find
out before this moment. I’d like to thank the
person in the Richmond debate in 1992 who
asked President Bush and Ross Perot and Bill
Clinton about the problems of underfunded
pensions, and first got my attention on this
issue. I wish—I don’t know who that person
was, but I am deeply indebted, and now so
are several million other Americans, to that
person for bringing this issue personally to
me in a very direct way.

Two years ago from tomorrow, I became
President, with a commitment to try to re-
store the American dream for all Americans
and to make sure that we enter the next cen-
tury as the strongest country in the world,
a force for peace and freedom and democ-
racy, but most important of all, as one which
in a very different world would keep the
American dream alive for all of our people.

When I signed the Retirement Protection
Act into law last month, it was almost com-
pletely unnoticed because at the end of the
year it had to go through in the comprehen-
sive legislation that involved the passage of
the GATT trade agreement. And we wanted
to do this today because this act was so pro-
foundly important to so many millions of
Americans. And it says a lot about what we
are trying to do here in Washington.

This is part of a new economic policy de-
signed to help the American people stay
ahead in a world economy that is changing
so rapidly that, while it offers vast new bene-
fits to people, it also is very frightening to
a lot of people and causes too much insecu-

rity and unsettling for people who have
worked hard and done the right things all
their lives. It gives the American taxpayers
a more effective, more efficient, and more
disciplined government. And this bill furthers
what I have called my own contract with
America, the new covenant. It says that peo-
ple who act responsibly should be rewarded.

The Retirement Protection Act says that
people deserve a pension system that they
rely on. They deserve employers who take
actions to be worthy of their own trust and
the labor that they give them, year-in and
year-out. They deserve a Government that
will protect them and stand by them, a Gov-
ernment that is their partner.

It says to employers that they can no
longer gamble with the retirement savings of
their own employees, allowing pension plans
to become dangerously underfunded, expect-
ing taxpayers to bail them out. It means that
responsible businesses with well-funded
plans will no longer have to carry an unfair
share of the burden of the insurance costs
for businesses who do not do the same.

As a result of the new law, the funding
level of large, underfunded pension plans will
be increased dramatically so that the benefits
can be paid as they were promised. The Na-
tional Pension Insurance System will remain
secure. Employees will get better informa-
tion warning them when their plans could
be at risk.

In stabilizing the Federal insurance sys-
tem, we used the power of Government to
avert a potential crisis, protecting millions of
retirees, corporate pension plans, and the
taxpayers from huge potential losses.

Today we can be grateful that the security
of our pensions are strong and growing
stronger, thanks to the Retirement Protec-
tion Act and the work of all of you in this
room who did so much to make it happen.

Thank you very, very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:34 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Marvin D. Clarke of
Moundsville, WV, who lost one-third of his pen-
sion, and Paul E. Wood of Griffin, GA, who feared
losing his pension. The retirement benefits legisla-
tion appears in Title 7 of the Uruguay Round
Agreements Act of 1994 (P.L. 103–465).
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Estonia-United
States Fishery Agreement
January 19, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery

Conservation and Management Act of 1976
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et. seq.), I transmit herewith
the Agreement between the Government of
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Estonia Extend-
ing the Agreement of June 1, 1992, Concern-
ing Fisheries Off the Coast of the United
States. The Agreement, which was effected
by an exchange of notes at Tallinn on March
11 and May 12, 1994, extends the 1992
Agreement to June 30, 1996.

In light of the importance of our fisheries
relationship with the Republic of Estonia, I
urge that the Congress give favorable consid-
eration to this Agreement at an early date.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 19, 1995.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Plan for
Consolidation of International
Broadcasting
January 19, 1995

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Pursuant to the requirements of section

310(a)(2)(B) of the United States Inter-
national Broadcasting Act of 1994 (title III,
Public Law 103–236), I am pleased to trans-
mit a Plan for the Consolidation of United
States Government International Broadcast-
ing.

The Plan reflects my continued strong
commitment to the use of international radio
and television as methods for advancing de-
mocracy and enlarging the community of
free-market nations.

I look forward to working with the Con-
gress on this and other issues in the months
ahead.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Mark O. Hatfield, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Appropriations; Benjamin A. Gilman,
chairman, House Committee on International Re-
lations; and Bob Livingston, chairman, House
Committee on Appropriations.

Exchange With Reporters After
Taping the President’s Radio
Address
January 20, 1995

Loan Guarantees and Domestic Politics
Q. Mr. President, what do you say to Con-

gressman Leach, who suggests that the par-
tisanship, the bickering over Speaker Ging-
rich’s book deal is poisoning the atmosphere
and not allowing this Mexican package to go
through?

The President. Well, of course, he has
been in Washington many more years than
I have, but in the 2 years that I have been
here, I have seen an unusual amount of par-
tisan bickering. But it didn’t stop us from
passing GATT, from dealing with NAFTA,
from dealing with the urgent problems in
Russia that we confronted when I came here
early on, and from pursuing a course in the
Middle East that is having a very positive re-
sult, from doing any number of other things
that were critical to the national interest. And
it can’t stop us now.

We have to do what we always do in these
cases. We have to act, act quickly, act with
dispatch, and put the national interest first.
That’s what we all have to do.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:44 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Message on the Observance of
National African American History
Month, February 1995
January 20, 1995

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
African American History Month, 1995.

Hillary and I join you in marking the brave
efforts of the countless Americans through-
out our nation’s history who have demanded
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justice, declared an end to segregation, and
fought to ensure that every individual has the
opportunity to build a brighter future for
themselves and their families.

Today, there is a renewed sense of hope
in America—a hope based on the idea that
our great diversity can unite rather than di-
vide our society. It is the same hope that has
inspired African Americans since our coun-
try’s beginnings to dream of a nation in which
all people enjoy the freedom to make their
own lasting contributions to our world. If we
are truly to build on history’s rich lessons,
we must always remember these pioneers’
pivotal roles in American history.

Ours can be a land of unprecedented
peace and prosperity in the twenty-first cen-
tury if we have the faith that Martin Luther
King described, the faith to ‘‘transform the
jangling discords of our nation into a beau-
tiful symphony of brotherhood.’’ We must
never cease striving to bring people together
across racial and cultural barriers. This is our
generation’s most solemn calling and most
important challenge.

I urge everyone, during African American
History Month and throughout the year, to
take up this challenge and to learn more
about the black Americans who have made
this country great.

Bill Clinton

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

January 14
In the afternoon, the President met with

a group of writers, professors, and political
scientists at Camp David, MD, to discuss the
future role of Government.

January 16
In the morning, the President returned to

Andrews Air Force Base, MD, and then trav-
eled to Denver, CO. Following his arrival,

he met with a group of officials from the nat-
ural gas industry at the Denver Stapleton
International Airport.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Los Angeles, CA.

January 17
In the late morning, the President met

with rescue workers at the Swift Water Res-
cue Unit at Fire Station 88 to discuss the
recent flooding in southern California. Fol-
lowing the meeting, he traveled to Roseville,
CA, where he toured flood damage and vis-
ited with victims.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Thomas L. Soto, Kathleen Marr,
Dan Eckstrom, Sandra Ferniza, Travis John-
son, and Cynthia Ann Miscikowski as mem-
bers of the Advisory Council Border Envi-
ronment Cooperation Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint John J. Sweeney to the National
Commission for Employment Policy.

The White Hose announced that Richard
Schifter will assume a broader assignment at
the National Security Council as Special As-
sistant to the President and Counselor. Dan-
iel Fried will succeed Mr. Schifter as Special
Assistant to the President for National Secu-
rity Affairs and Senior Director for Central
and Eastern Europe.

The White House announced the appoint-
ment of Coit D. Blacker as Special Assistant
to the President and Senior Director for Rus-
sian, Ukrainian, and Eurasian Affairs, Na-
tional Security Council.

January 19
The President announced his intention to

appoint Wayne Cranford to be Chair and the
following individuals to be members of the
Advisory Committee on the Arts for the John
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts:
John C. Barsness, Kathie Bartlett, Anne
Boyle, Diana Carlin, Arthur Chapa, Bethine
Church, Leon Cohan, Darrell Dorgan, Pam-
ela Eakes, Sim Farar, Hartina Flournoy, Jo-
seph Fuchs, John Grisham, Mary Gail
Gwaltney, Sharon Harrington, Margaret
Dunne Hartigan, Steve Hicks, Kenneth Ja-
cobsen, Susan Roach Kelly, Zina Kramer,
Betty Oxendine-Mangum, Bonnie Milenthal,
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Sandra Montrone, Leslie Moonves, Kenneth
Pentony, Deborah Dozier Potter, John
Raffaelli, Mary Stoner Rauh, Mary Lou
Reed, Alice Richmond, Susan Roberts, Linda
Kapuniai Rosehill, Elaine Schuster, Diane
Meyer Simon, Gary Smith, Sally Troyer, Mi-
chael Turpen, Joseph Walsh, Donna Axum
Whitworth, Caryl Yontz, Robert P. Zimmer-
man.

The White House announced the Presi-
dent will attend a ceremony in San Francisco,
CA, in June and a special commemorative
meeting of the U.N. General Assembly in
New York City in October to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the founding of the Unit-
ed Nations.

The White House announced the Presi-
dent has invited Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto of Pakistan to Washington, DC, for
an official working visit on April 11.

January 20
The President announced his intention to

appoint Harriet Mayor Fulbright, Alan H.
Schechter, and Caroline A. Matano Yang to
the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship
Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint George Ariyoshi; W.L. Lyons Brown,
Jr.; Ralph Gerson; Dean R. Kleckner; Lewis
E. Platt; and Jeannette S. Wagner to the Ad-
visory Committee for Trade Policy and Ne-
gotiations.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Harriett Woods to be a member of
the Board of Directors of the Federal Home
Loan Mortgage Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Clifford Gregory Stewart to be
General Counsel of the U.S. Equal Employ-
ment Opportunities Commission.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted January 18

S. David Fineman,
of Pennsylvania, to be a Governor of the U.S.
Postal Service for the term expiring Decem-
ber 8, 2003, vice Norma Pace, term expired.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released January 16

Transcript of a press briefing by President
of the Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service Eli Segal on the King Holiday
and Service Act of 1994

Released January 17

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
announcing personnel changes at the Na-
tional Security Council

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on Anthony Lake’s announcements of per-
sonnel changes at the National Security
Council

Released January 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
announcing that the President will partici-
pate in two events commemorating the 50th
anniversary of the founding of the United
Nations

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
in response to a letter from Speaker Newt
Gingrich regarding the proposed balanced
budget constitutional amendment

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the official working visit of Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto

White House statement on the President’s
record of accomplishment on the 2 year anni-
versary of his inauguration
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Released January 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Transcript of a press briefing by Treasury
Secretary Robert Rubin, Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers Chair Laura D’Andrea
Tyson, Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan,
and Representative Sander M. Levin on the
Mexican loan guarantees

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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